Pulmonary emboli and extramedullary haematopoiesis in beta-thalassaemia intermedia.
We present a case of a 52-year-old woman with beta-thalassaemia intermedia under investigation for pulmonary hypertension. V/Q scan demonstrated bilateral pulmonary emboli. In addition there was evidence of central, posterior matched defects. CT pulmonary angiogram confirmed the presence of extramedullary haematopoiesis (EMH) in the paravertebral region. Although a few case reports of pulmonary emboli in thalassaemia intermedia have been published, to the best of our knowledge there have been no reports of matched defects caused by extramedullary haematopoiesis. This may be mistaken for enlarged pulmonary arteries, which are also seen in patients with pulmonary hypertension.